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Procurement RDT&E Ratio of Procurment to RDT&E Average Ratio Procurement/RDT&E
Research Approach
Research Questions:
• Has the relative importance of R&D changed across the broader 
economy over the past four decades?
• What are the historical trends in the ratio of procurement to R&D 
funding in the military Services? Are there significant differences 
between the military Services?
• What are the top-line historical trends in the ratio of procurement 
to RDT&E funding for the MDAP portfolio?
Data Sources:
• Selected Acquisition Reports (SAR) 
• R&D Intensity Data: National Science Foundation
• DoD Greenbook
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Research Question 1: Has the 
relative importance of R&D 
changed across the broader 
economy over the past four 
decades?











1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Manufacturing Aircraft and Missiles (372,376) Transportation (37)
Electrical Equipment (36) Linear (Manufacturing) Poly. (Aircraft and Missiles (372,376))
Linear (Transportation (37)) Poly. (Electrical Equipment (36))












1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Manufacturing (31-33)  Nonmanufacturing (21-23, 42,4 44-81) Poly. (Manufacturing (31-33)) Linear ( Nonmanufacturing (21-23, 42,4 44-81))












1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
 Nonmanufacturing (21-23, 42)
Information (51)









1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Manufacturing (31-33) Computer and Electronics (334)
Transportation Equipment (336) Aerospace Products and Parts (3364)
Research Question 2: What are the 
historical trends in the ratio of 
procurement to R&D funding in 
the military Services? Are there 
significant differences between the 
military Services?











































































































































































Procurement RDT&E Ratio of Procurment to RDT&E Average Ratio Procurement/RDT&E
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Procurement RDT&E Ratio of Procurment to RDT&E Average Ratio Procurement/RDT&E 1955-2017
Research Question 3: What are 
the top-line historical trends in 
the ratio of procurement to 
RDT&E funding for the MDAP 
portfolio?
Ratio of Procurement to RDT&E Across the MDAP Portfolio, 1997-2017
Estimated Ratio of Procurement to RDT&E at Milestone B vs. Actual Ratio
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